
To assist the government’s efforts to 
prevent diseases spreading to and 
from our neighbouring countries, 
TDDA recently helped train border 
officials on disease surveillance at 
points of entry into Cameroon. Fifteen 
newly-appointed heads of border 
health posts took part in the training, 
held from 25-27 May in Ngaoundéré.  

They learned about new national 
guidelines for the identification, care 
and transfer of sick travellers, and 
were given documented Standardized 
Operating Procedures, developed  
by TDDA. 

Cameroon has suffered frequent  
epidemics in recent years, including 
outbreaks of cholera, bacterial menin-
gitis, influenza, measles, poliomyelitis 
and yellow fever.

Now with the additional threat of 
COVID-19, greater control over the 
spread of infectious diseases is 
important if we are to improve health 
security. Standardized procedures and 
cross-border collaboration are vital to 
protect the health of Cameroonians 
and neighbouring populations alike. 

For one of the border staff members 
who benefitted from the training, 
the importance of this work is clear.  
“This TDDA initiative has allowed 
Cameroon not only to adopt national 
guidelines, but also to implement 
procedures for cross-border 
interventions and train personnel 
capable of preventing and responding 
to public health emergencies such as 
COVID”, he commented.
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BUILDING THE ROLE 
OF CSOs IN PUBLIC 
HEALTH 

TDDA’s work to strengthen health security 
in Cameroon was recently welcomed by 
the Permanent Secretary of the country’s 
Zoonosis Programme. He chaired our 
recent workshop, designed to build the 
capacity and capabilities of civil society 
organizations (CSOs) so that they can 
assist with public health activities.

CSOs are often an untapped resource. 
Many have close relationships with 
traditionally hard-to-reach communities 
and are a trusted source of information 
about human, animal and environmental 
health matters. Now, with the COVID-19 
pandemic, governments face difficult 
challenges in raising awareness of 
the risks and ensuring vaccination 
programmes reach the people who need 
them most. This means there is even 
more reason to harness CSOs’ potential 
so that lives are saved.

Adapted to the specific needs of 
Cameroon, TDDA developed a training 
agenda that integrates COVID and 
broader health security training. We 
identified 16 suitable CSOs who were 
invited to participate in our workshop, 
which took place from 26-30 July 2021 in 
the town of Mbankomo. 

With so much false information and 
rumour circulating, it was important that 
the training helped CSOs to develop 
skills and approaches they can use to 
inform and reassure people who may 
be hesitant to get the COVID vaccine.  
In the current situation, these are vital 
communication skills that will mean 
CSOs can begin the respectful person-
to-person dialogue that will be needed, 
both now and in the future.

Attending the training alongside the CSOs 
were representatives of key government 
ministries, WHO and members of the 
press. In all, 44 participants took part in 
the workshop.

STRENGTHENING HEALTH 
SECURITY AT THE BORDER



For more information go to:

tacklingdeadlydiseasesinafrica.org 

or email:  
Kamga_yannicknarcisse@dai.com

Diseases that can be passed from animals 
to humans, such as anthrax, brucellosis and 
TB, are known as zoonoses. They are highly 
dangerous, which is why it is important that we 
assist the government to reach out to people 
whose working activities and environments put 
them at high risk. 

From 5-8 July 2021, TDDA visited the Yoko area 
in the Central region to support representatives 
of the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife in their 
work to raise awareness among local people 
and administrative and traditional authorities of 
the risks from wildlife diseases.

We organized field trips to raised awareness 
of the dangers among log transporters and 
held a workshop for bush meat sellers, also 
attended by administrative authorities from the 
city of Yoko. In addition, the TDDA team visited 
the village of Doumé, to share information and 
advice with local poachers. In all, 103 people 
took part over the four-day programme.

We welcome Dr Yannick Kamga, who joined 
TDDA in August 2021 and brings invaluable 
experience to our programme in Cameroon. 
He most recently worked as Chief of 
Operations for Cameroon’s COVID-19 Incident 
Management System. Before that he was a 
consultant on Events-Based Surveillance for 
West and Central Africa. 

He previously held a number of roles within 
the Ministry of Public Health, including acting 
Head of the Epidemics and Pandemics 
Control Service. Dr Kamga replaces Professor 
Omer Njajou, who takes up a new technical 
leadership role across all five of TDDA’s  
focus countries.
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TACKLING DEADLY 
DISEASES IN AFRICA 
PROGRAMME

TDDA tackles the systemic causes 
of health insecurity, not just the 
symptoms. Instead of responding 
to emergencies after they hit, we 
help equip countries to manage 
disease outbreaks and other health 
threats before they become public 
health crises. Epidemics are a global 
threat, killing millions of people each 
year. Strong health systems need 
strong institutions, infrastructure, 
surveillance systems, and well-
trained and equipped staff. Without 
them, disease outbreaks can quickly 
become epidemics, which devastate 
lives and livelihoods. 

TDDA WORKS WITH  
FIVE COUNTRIES

TDDA works with governments and 
communities, empowering them 
to achieve their own ambitions for 
improving health security. We provide 
technical expertise and targeted 
operational support through experts 
on the ground in Cameroon, Chad,  
Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and Uganda.

HOW WE MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE – 
SURVEY RESULTS 

of the people who  responded 
to our recent survey reported 
that TDDA’s contributions in 
Cameroon are useful. 

These results were gathered 
via a questionnaire sent to 
beneficiaries, including gov-
ernment and international 
partners and CSO/NGOs, in 
the first half of 2021.

Among government 
respondents, the areas of 
our work that were most 
valued were:

• Strengthening the public 
health surveillance system, 
to ensure we have accurate 
and timely data on which to 
base preparedness plans, 
responses and decision-
making.

• Assistance in establishing 
the National Action Plan for 
Health Security monitoring 
and evaluation system.

• Support given to Points of 
Entry staff, equipping them 
to make health interventions 
at our borders. 

• Help to develop the  
National One Health  
platform, which coordi-
nates strategy and action 
across human, animal and 
environmental health.

of respondents reported 
that our activities will make a 
difference to health security 
in Cameroon.

100%

MEET YOUR 
NEW COUNTRY 
COORDINATOR

94%

In Mali, TDDA produced 
a guide for implementing 
community-based surveillance, 
working with government. 
Community vigilance helps 
tackle disease outbreaks by 
ensuring events are reported 
early. Data collected can help 
determine the need for public 
health action.

TDDA’s work in Cameroon is delivered by Centre Pasteur du Cameroun, in partnership with the Ministry of Public Health and the Mérieux Foundation USA
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