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TDDA is strengthening health 
security in Uganda by helping 
investigate and respond to diseases 
that can be transmitted from animals 
to humans.  

An outbreak of Anthrax affecting 
both cattle and humans was reported 
in Kween district, Eastern Uganda, in 
May 2021.  In response, we helped 
mobilize a multi-sectoral One Health 
team, headed by veterinarians, 
who travelled to the district. There, 
they provided support to the local 
grassroots teams responsible for 
responding to the outbreak. 

Our team visited livestock farms and 
took samples. We raised awareness 
among the farmers of how Anthrax 
spreads and where to report sick 
animals. We also provided training 
for the district One Health team, 

covering surveillance, active case 
search, biosafety and biosecurity 
measures, Infection prevention 
and control, and sanitary animal 
carcass disposal, to avoid recurrent 
infections.

To make a lasting impact, the team 
also worked with district staff to draft 
an Anthrax response plan. This was 
shared with the National One Health 
Platform, involving central ministries 
of agriculture and health, as well 
as other partners. Once the plan is 
implemented this will be a key step 
in achieving sustainable control 
of the disease. By providing this 
support, TDDA aims to strengthen 
the health system and prevent 
future public health events such 
as this one, which could otherwise 
have disastrous consequences.

A SHARED 
RESPONSIBILITY  
FOR HEALTH

TDDA recently designed a four-day training 
workshop to strengthen the capacity and 
readiness of civil society organizations (CSOs) 
to play a vital role in health. CSOs are in a 
privileged position to collaborate with local 
community leaders and target populations, in 
support of government initiatives.  

The workshop was organized through the 
government’s National One Health Platform 
(NOHP), which coordinates strategies across 
the Ministries of Agriculture, Health, Water & 
Environment and the Uganda Wildlife Authority. 
Taking place from 19-23 July 2021, the training 
session was held online due to COVID-19. 

A total of 62 participants attended the workshop, 
29 of whom represented CSOs. The CSOs 
were selected on the basis of their existing or 
potential knowledge and skills, how well their 
work aligned with government priorities, plus 
the level of vulnerability in the communities 
where they work.

The specific objectives of the training were to: 

• Introduce the participants to concepts 
of health security and “One Health” (an 
integrated approach across animal, human 
and environmental health sectors). 

• Equip the participants with information on 
the national COVID-19 response strategy 
and vaccine roll-out plan. 

• Support the participants to develop 
strategies for engaging communities and 
raising awareness of COVID-19 risks.

The second session, held in September 2021, 
focused on supporting the CSOs to develop 
the tools and practical approaches needed to 
carry out this important work. TDDA will now 
fund pilot programmes in selected districts, 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of enlisting 
CSOs to help with health security initiatives, so 
that this approach is taken forward as part of 
the government’s national plan. 

TACKLING AN ANTHRAX 
OUTBREAK IN EASTERN 
UGANDA



To ensure people in Uganda have 
the information and tools they need 
to help curb the COVID-19 pandemic, 
TDDA is supporting a public awareness 
campaign, led by the Ministry of Health. 

Community dialogue meetings were 
held with over 1,000 people in four 
southwestern districts earlier this 
year. Together, we talked about the 
importance of simple measures like 
handwashing, sanitation and correct 
mask wearing to prevent the spread 
of the virus. We also discussed how 
to recognize the signs of the disease 
and the need to report to a health 
facility quickly once symptoms appear, 
or when you have had contact with 
someone with these symptoms. We 
clarified false information and talked 
about ways of recognizing whether 
something is fact or myth. 

TDDA, along with other programme 
partners, supports the Ministry 
of Health and district COVID-19 
taskforces to deliver this activity. 

Collaboration is the key to success 
of this campaign, as it is with other 
health initiatives. By aligning our 
efforts with both local authorities and 
the wider national response, we can 
strengthen the country’s capacity to 
prepare for, and respond effectively 
to, any outbreak, not just the specific 
challenges posed by COVID-19 here 
and now.

Dr. Winyi Kaboyo is our Country 
Coordinator in Uganda. Reflecting 
on the success of this approach, he 
commented: “This new community 
engagement initiative shows how 
we are deeply embedded in the 
work plans and priorities of national 
authorities, so that our interventions 
help deliver on Ugandan ambitions 
for health security. We work through 
the government at every level, from 
speaking to communities about 
the importance of handwashing, to 
working with ministries to develop 
ambitious, evidence-based plans and 
procedures for better health.”

COVID-19 PUBLIC 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Funded by UK aid and led by DAI Global Health

For more information go to:

tacklingdeadlydiseasesinafrica.org 

or email:  
winyi_kaboyo@dai-tddap.org

SUPPORT FOR TDDA IN UGANDA
What our beneficiary survey conducted in the first half of 2021 told us:  

of respondents reported that TDDA 
activities will make a difference to 
health security in our country.

of government and international partners, valued TDDA’s 
contributions to the development of a National Action Plan 
for Health Security monitoring and evaluation system, as well 
as our support to the National One Health platform.

also felt that TDDA activities make a 
difference in their individual, day-to-
day roles—a positive signal that TDDA 
will have its desired impact on health 
security in Uganda.
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In Côte d’Ivoire, emergency 
COVID-19 training for over 600 
community-based medical staff 
was provided by the Ministry of 
Health and Public Hygiene, with 
support from TDDA. Training 
was centred on the city of 
Abidjan, where the COVID-19 
pandemic has hit the hardest.

TACKLING DEADLY 
DISEASES IN AFRICA 
PROGRAMME

TDDA tackles the systemic causes 
of health insecurity, not just the 
symptoms. Instead of responding 
to emergencies after they hit, we 
help equip countries to manage 
disease outbreaks and other health 
threats before they become public 
health crises. Epidemics are a global 
threat, killing millions of people each 
year. Strong health systems need 
strong institutions, infrastructure, 
surveillance systems, and well-
trained and equipped staff. Without 
them, disease outbreaks can quickly 
become epidemics, which devastate 
lives and livelihoods. 

TDDA WORKS WITH  
FIVE COUNTRIES

TDDA works with governments and 
communities, empowering them 
to achieve their own ambitions for 
improving health security. We provide 
technical expertise and targeted 
operational support through experts 
on the ground in Cameroon, Chad,  
Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and Uganda.

http://www.tacklingdeadlydiseasesinafrica.org

